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Clearview Regional High School District develops its curriculum in order to best serve the district’s mission and meet the subject-area benchmarks established by NCLB and other local, state and national criteria for curriculum development. We recognize that adolescence through young-adulthood is a time when students of the same age are at different maturity levels, so the selection of materials is undertaken with care and deliberation. The English Department selects literary texts that reflect a diversity of perspectives, are age-appropriate, are high quality literature and are useful to fulfill the district’s mission and the course’s benchmarks.  Parents are encouraged to investigate the texts explored by their children; we urge parents to take an active role in helping our students to develop admiration for the elegance and richness of human expression.
Recognizing that not all works are appropriate for all students, texts identified with an (*) contain mature or sensitive language or issues; parents or guardians may wish to preview texts prior to student participation.   
Among the most popular AP courses, AP English Literature challenges students to read and interpret a wide range of imaginative works. The course invites students to explore a variety of genres and literary periods and to write clearly about the literature they encounter. On a daily basis, it asks them to read critically, think clearly, and write concisely. By the end of the course, students have cultivated a rich understanding of literary works and acquired a set of analytical skills they will use throughout their lives.

"As they read, students should consider a work's structure, style, and themes as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism and tone. Students should read deliberately and thoroughly, taking time to understand a work's complexity, to absorb its richness of meaning, and to analyze how that meaning is embodied in literary form. In addition to considering a work's literary artistry, students should consider the social and historical values it reflects and embodies. Careful attention to both textual detail and historical context should provide a foundation for interpretation, whatever critical perspectives are brought to bear on the literary works studied" (The College Board).

Journeys – The answer minus the question 

These texts will provide a foundation upon which to place our introduction to the world of ideas and to all the important questions. It is a perfect foundation to begin a year filled with great books and engaging ideas.
Please pick one text from each list that has been provided for you.  As you read, try to determine the central questions the work raises – consider outlining the text as each text attempts to support a premise – identify the premise. Then determine the connection between the premise (purpose or thesis) and the questions and subsequent answers as espoused by the author.

This assignment will be used during the first few weeks of school as we discuss and develop thematic statements as each text looks to address various universal concepts and convictions pertaining to the human condition.  

Drama





Fiction

Waiting for Godot, Samuel Beckett

100 Years of Solitude, Gabriel Garcia Marquez

A Raisin in The Sun, Lorraine Hansberry
The Poisonwood Bible, Barbara Kingsolver

In addition to the required texts, students should read as much as possible.  Consider reading online newspapers like The New York Times or The Washington Post or The Wall Street Journal,; journals or magazines that offer insightful observation on current events should be read frequently as well.  Students should examine The Economist, The New Yorker, The Atlantic when available – all versions of the magazines are available online.

Students should be able to discuss the ways in which literature comments on the human condition and we best understand those conditions by examining them on our own.
If you have any questions or if you should require assistance, please contact the following teachers:

Ms. Tracy Ann Matozzo
matozzotr@clearviewregional.edu
Ms. Susan Barry

barrysu@clearviewregional.edu


Mrs. Lauren Schoudt
shoudtla@clearviewregional.edu
Webliography

The following is a list of resources for students – you are expected to familiarize yourselves with the resources – I also highly advise reading Jack Lynch’s guide on Getting on A on an English Paper
Getting an A on an English Paper (Lynch, 2004).

http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/EngPaper/index.html
LEO – Literacy Education Online

http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/acadwrite/comparcontrast.html
Falcon Skills and Style Handbook

http://www.sheboyganfalls.k12.wi.us/staff/dehogue/FSSH/index.htm
How to Mark a Book – Adler, Ph.D

http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/adler.html
Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy

http://www.utm.edu/research/iep/
Luminarium: Anthology of English Literature
http://www.luminarium.org/lumina.htm
References/Sources for English Literary Studies

http://www.haverford.edu/library/reference/rkieft/SENENG1.html
MLA Style Guide – resources for citing sources

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/
